The Tohoku Journal of Experimental Medicine (TJEM) was founded in 1920. Since then, the TJEM is published continuously, except for the year of 1946 just after the World War II. The TJEM publishes original research papers that make novel and important contributions to the understanding of any area of medical sciences. In 2004, Tohoku University Medical Press, a nonprofi t publisher of the TJEM, also launched the TJEM as a free online journal; namely, all articles published in the TJEM (from 1981) H. Kondo also contributes to this collection with his own review article as a piece of the series of his life-long study on the embedment-free section electron microscopy, in which he has been involved for these past 25 years. I congratulate on his happy retirement. The latter part of this issue contains three original reports that are regular contributions. Incidentally, the report from Hiroyuki Takano and his colleagues shows the important role of estrogen in fi ne-tuning of growth potential of growth plate chondrocytes, with demonstrable sets of morphological data (page 269 of this issue).
I hope that all the readers of the TJEM appreciate the scientifi c principle of this special issue and that scientists will benefi t from good collaboration with histologists.
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